
PAAC Program and Scholarship Descriptions 

PAAC International Study Tours:  The goals of the Pacific and Asian Affairs Council (PAAC) travel program are 
to further students’ international interests through a meaningful experience abroad and to build bridges between our 
group and the local people they meet, strengthening the relationship between countries on a personal level.  
Students are exposed to different cultures and perspectives, gain first-hand understanding of current issues affecting 
the country or regions to be visited, and serve as cultural ambassadors for Hawai’i and the United States.   

Spring Break Study Tour to New Zealand  
Selected participants will visit Auckland and Wellington. They will explore education, international affairs, and 
history, and learn about the Maori culture as guests in the marae.  

Summer Study Abroad to Vietnam 
Selected participants will participate in a service learning project in Hoi An, promoting literacy in elementary 
schools with GLocal, a Hawaii-based non-profit organization. They will gain classroom experience, interact with 
local college students, and experience daily life in Vietnam. This program includes excursions to Hanoi and Ho 
Chi Minh City. 

Freeman Summer Study Tour to Japan 
Selected participants will explore Japanese history, culture, and modern society. They will visit Tokyo, Kyoto, 
and Hiroshima, where they will meet and interact with local students and families, as well as international, 
diplomatic, and business entities.  

Global Leadership Program  
This new, nine-month program aims to develop global leaders who are informed about global issues, empowered to 
make a difference, and feel connected with others around the world. Program components address personal 
leadership, social identity development, intercultural sensitivity, and global citizenship. Students will engage in global 
issues and take leadership roles at PAAC’s High School Program events in the fall and spring and complete a final 
leadership project in their school or district. 

Eddie Tangen Award 
The legacy of Eddie Tangen, a pioneer in the development of Hawaii’s labor movement and past member of 
PAAC’s Board of Governors, is honored with a $300 award given yearly in his name to one PAAC student in 
grades 9-11. 

Paul S. Honda Scholarship  
Paul S. Honda, a distinguished member of PAAC’s Senior Advisory Council, established an endowment for this 
scholarship fund to promote Asian Studies and International Studies in higher education.  Four $1,000 scholarships 
are given to graduating seniors involved in PAAC. 

Punahou Pan Pacific Program 
The Pan Pacific Program at Punahou School’s Wo International Center is a three-week summer program for about 
30 students from around the world. The program includes participatory experiences, host family stays, and outdoor 
environmental experiences on Oahu and Hawaii. The program began in 1969 as a partnership between Punahou 
School and Keio Schools in Japan and has evolved over the years to includes students from Asia and Southeast Asia, 
as well as students from Tahiti and France.  

Global Natural History Day in Shanghai 
Global Natural History Day is an international education program designed to inspire students’ interest in natural 
science and history. It engages students in real world learning experiences that challenge them to explore their 
environment. The two winning teams will compete globally in Shanghai and connect with their peers from around 
the world.  
 


