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Informally founded in 1989, Women of Wai'anae 
("WOW") traces its roots back to two friends-
Karen Young and Mary Ellen Apostol--who were 
appalled to see their national women's association 
dues being channelled up to mainland-corporate 
offices, rather than helping people in the local 

community. Karen and Mary Ellen terminated their association memberships, and decided to take 
matters into their own hands. 

Shortly thereafter, WOW was born, with a mission to provide financial support for residents of the 
Wai'anae Coast, particularly for nontraditional students striving to return to school for a college or 
trade school education, to enrich their lives (and their families' lives) and build resiliency within the 
Wai'anae community. Early efforts were modest, starting with chili sales and small neighborhood 
yard sales, but these sales soon became popular, and attracted regular customers. WOW's very first 
scholarship of $750 was awarded in November 1989, to a mother of 2 who wanted to go back to 
school for a nursing degree (she is now a registered nurse, and works at the Leeward Nursing Home 
in Makaha). 

After 25 years, WOW is still kicking and stronger than ever, as a 501( c)(3) organization boasting 11 
scholarships awarded in 2014--ranging from $500 to $1900--and over 120 scholarships awarded in all 
since WOW's inception. Whenever possible, WOW also offers no-interest loans for education-related 

_ needs, and micro loans for folks who are just getting off the ground. While WOW continues to raise 
funds through its--now acclaimed-- yard sa les, it also hosts themed brunches, dinners and teas 
combined with silent auction events. In recent years, it has also received grant monies from Hawaii 
Women's Legal Foundation. 

To 'ay, many of WOW's past scholarship recipients hold key ~ eadership positions in the community, as 
(to name a few) teachers' ass ist ants, nurses, socia l w orkers, shelter administrat ors, assistant 
preschool administrators, and program coord inators at the community co llege. "We sti ll believe t hat 
education and access to opportunity is key to individual and family growth and st abi lity, and that in 
turn helps to strengthen the community." 
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