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Senate Hawaiian Affairs Committee Confirms Masagatani & Aila, Jr. 

 

 

Honolulu, HI – The State Senate Hawaiian Affairs Committee today voted unanimously to 

recommend gubernatorial nominee Jobie Masagatani as the Chairperson of the Department of Hawaiian 

Home Lands (DHHL).  The Committee also voted to recommend William Aila, Jr. as DHHL Deputy 

Chair. 

  

The majority of those who attended the hearing testified in support of Masagatani, however a 

handful spoke in opposition, raising concerns over Hawaiian homeland issues such as the lack of a 

preference for Native Hawaiians seeking commercial leases. 

  

“I admire the courage of those willing to testify in opposition,” said Committee 

Chairperson Senator Maile Shimabukuro. “Both Director Masagatani and Deputy Aila stated that they are 

willing to try to work with opponents to address these concerns.” 

  

“It’s an important to part of the process to allow people to explain their opinion and position to the public 

and the committee," said Masagatani shortly after the committee voted to recommend her appointment. 

  

“I’m happy to hear that DHHL intends to consolidate their policies and procedures, and make them 

available to the public.  I am also glad to hear that the Department intends to pursue rent-to-own and other 

affordable housing projects,” said Shimabukuro, referring to some of DHHL's responses to the senators' 

questions.  "Several of the questions focused on the legislation we passed which allows DHHL to keep 

100% of geothermal proceeds generated on homestead lands. I look forward to seeing what type of 

revenue this will create.” 

  

“I think the confirmation provides me with a unique opportunity to take the skills I learned at DLNR to 

DHHL.  The Departments have similar missions to take care of Hawaii’s natural resources, with DHHL 

having the added responsibility of taking care of our beneficiaries," said William Aila, Jr. upon the 

recommendation of his appointment. 

  

The appointments of Masagatani and Aila will be sent to the full Senate for final vote in a few weeks. 
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