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TAKE THE CHALLENGE TO EAT HEALTHY AND SUPPORT LOCAL FARMERS

SATURDAYS FROM AUGUST 16 to SEPTEMBER 13

EVERYONE’S WELCOME!

YOU’LL
GET:

• FREE GIFT BAG AND 
RECIPES

• CHALLENGE STAMP CARD

 

Complete Challenge Stamp Card
for a chance to win prizes

Register at our tent at the Mākeke 
Wai`anae Farmer’s Market every Saturday 

from August 16 to September 13

THE GRAND PRIZE IS A
BRAND NEW iPAD!

HEALTH CENTERS GET CREATIVE AT THE LEGISLATURE
What if someone offered you and your family $9 for every $1 you gave them—
guaranteed?  What if you had really pressing needs like paying the rent and putting 
food on the table when this opportunity came along?   Wow—you would go for it, 
right?  What if you found a way to pull together $1,000?  When matched, this would 
result in a total of $10,000 for your family.  Still interested?

The answer to these questions probably comes easy to you.  Now consider the 
experience of “the Comp” (and our fellow community health centers across the state) 
at the 2014 legislative session.

About a year ago, Hawaii’s 14 community health centers got together after learning 
that the federal government was matching grants for community “health home” 
projects at a rate of nine-to-one.  If states would put up 10%, the feds would 
contribute the remaining 90% of funds needed to support programs like diabetes 
prevention in low-income communities.  

The health centers’ plan was to return to the state the $2 million share of tobacco 
taxes they were using for health programs.  The health centers would sacrifice this 
money so they could receive in return a 90% federal match ($20 million total fund) 
that they could use for diabetes related programs in places like Waianae and other 
low-income communities across the state.  

Legislative hearings on House Bill 1752/Senate Bill 2009 that would move this plan 
forward received strong support throughout the session from our Waianae coast 
legislators as well as from members of the community who testified in favor of the 
bills.  Thanks to this support, the bill to fund community health homes became law.  

There is still work to do before the Comp and other health centers can make use of 
these federal dollars.  In the first year the legislation limits the contribution to only 
$1 million so the most available to Hawaii’s 14 health centers with the federal match 
is $10 million.  There is also still the challenge of finding funds to assist the Hawaii 
Department of Human Services in administering the program.

Despite these challenges, we see this effort as an excellent partnership between 
Hawaii’s community health centers and our state government.  We think this 
legislation is extremely important in our efforts to offer comprehensive and preventive 
services in Waianae and to address the pervasive health problems along our coast.  
It also would establish health homes that are governed at the community level, an 
effective model that community health centers across the country have already 
proven to be successful.

Stay tuned—we will provide updates as this opportunity develops.

Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2014 
6:00 PM − 8:00 PM 

Waianae Coast Comprehensive 
Health Center 

86-260 Farrington Hwy., Waianae 
Ka‘aha‘aina Café (Dining Pavilion) 

Light snacks will be served.

Learn More About:
ü QUEST Open Enrollment/Annual Plan 

Change (September 2 – 30, 2014)
ü The Comp’s future plans, including 

its new ER Building
ü Legislation affecting Hawaii’s 

community health centers

For more information, 
call the Health Center at 697-3457.

JOIN US FOR A TOWN MEETING 
To Discuss QUEST Open  

Enrollment / Annual Plan Change 
for QExA and QUEST Members 

. . . and MORE
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