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With a humble and joyful heart I bring to you the 
first edition of Na Pua o Wai’anae, a magazine for 

and about the beautiful people of Wai‘anae from Nänäkuli 
to Mäkaha. Nestled in the western most part of O‘ahu, our 
community exudes beauty, and radiates a distinctiveness 
impossible to find anywhere else in the world. Our mission 
for Na Pua O Wai‘anae is to strengthen, challenge and 
support our unique community; spiritually, physically, 
emotionally, and socially by inspiring readers to honor God, 
deepen faith, improve health, strengthen relationships, 
engage in dialogue, recognize contributors, celebrate the 
uniqueness of our Wai‘anae home, and share it with others.

I hope you thoroughly enjoy our first edition, and every 
edition. Peruse the magazine for what we hope you will find 
is meaningful content about topics concerning our keiki, our 
teens, our families, our men and women. We hope you will 
be honored by stories of how our people are demonstrating 

their love for God, deepening their faith, daring to dream 
big, achieving goals, taking care of responsibilities, showing 
compassion for one another, addressing big issues, making 
lasting changes, giving back to our community, and showing 
love for our culture. You’ll read about real people and real 
issues. 

The cover of this first issue is representative of what we 
hope to achieve with Na Pua O Wai‘anae—unity within our 
community. Our senator, our district representatives, our 
school principals, our community members and our keiki 
excitedly agreed to take part in making this cover exactly 
what it is—beautiful. They also agreed to share a little 
about themselves and their vision for our coast. Over the 
course of the next few months we will have the privilege of 
introducing you to each one of them. 

Our cover story, found on page 12 attempts to shed light 
on an issue our coast schools face each and every year—the 
need for improved communication and collaboration of 
our schools, community and families. Do you know that 
Wai‘anae’s schools are among the poorest performing schools 
in the state? With unity in our community, our keiki will 
receive the kind of education they deserve—the best kind! 
We have everything we need right here to make it a reality. 
My 20 years experience as a parent and 12 years experience 
as a teacher tells me so.

Keep the magazine on your kitchen table as a resource or 
share it with your neighbors. But, whatever you do, please 
do not keep us a secret. By the way, if you have a story you 
think would kokua our community, please don’t be shy. Let 
us know. Give us a ring at 808-888-9434 or 808-306-3054 or 
send us an email to stories@npow.org. 

Currently, our goal is to turn Na Pua O Wai‘anae into 
a monthly publication. Please be on the look out for each 
issue. We will also be updating our progress on my website 
at www.momirobins-makaila.org on the Na Pua O Wai‘anae 
page. 

The staff at Na Pua O Wai‘anae will work hard to become 
a voice of strength for our unique Wai‘anae home. As my 
husband says to me on many occasions, “Be blessed and go 
bless someone!” 

Aloha No,

Momi Robins-Makaila
Momi Robins-Makaila
Publisher and Writer

Aloha Käua e 
Wai‘anae!  
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Do you know any of your first cousins twice removed? 
That relative would be a first cousin of your 

grandmother—so any two people with a two-generation 
difference. We may meet first cousins twice removed at 
annual family reunions--if we’re lucky. I can’t name any of 
my first cousins twice removed—at least from the top of my 
head I can’t. 

For many of us, God is everywhere and nowhere. God 
is nothing more than a first cousin twice removed. If that’s 
the only connection we have with Him, His presence gives 
us little comfort. We hear stories about God. We read about 
Him in a book written thousands of years ago about a people 
and time to which we cannot relate. Some share testimonies 
of His grace, mercy and love, and swear that it is because of 
Him they are well. We ponder on a possible connection with 
Him. Take a five-minute stroll through any neighborhood 
of any United States city and you’re bound to come across 
a church built in His name. Flip the TV switch on any given 
Sunday morning and it’s likely you’ll see an older white 
gentleman preaching His Word. But, is that all He is to you? 
Is He everywhere and nowhere? 

God wants to be so much more than a first cousin twice 
removed. God wants more for you, and from you, than 
a relationship like that one can give. But, we often place 
God in that kind of role—the first cousin with whom we 
occasionally share a conversation. God wants to be there to 
mend your broken heart, and to help you make that difficult 
life decision. He wants to comfort you in those times when 
fear renders you helpless. He wants to point you in the right 
direction and inspire you with new thoughts. He wants to 
love you and save you. 

When I think about the most important relationships in 
my life, I think about how much work it takes to maintain 
them, but also about the joy and support I have because 
of them. We go out of our way to help each other, even 
when it’s entirely inconvenient. We apologize when we 
don’t want to. We hold our tongues not because we want 
to, but because we know we should. We laugh hysterically 
together about the silliest things. We cry on each other’s 
shoulders when in deep despair. A relationship with God 
takes that kind of devotion and work. It takes time and 
effort, and the willingness to share and be honest. You must 
be willing to get to know Him and allow Him to get to 
know and work in you.

God is like the grandma who bakes you cookies when 
you feel blue. He’s the parent who kisses your forehead 
before bedtime. God is the guidance counselor who 
resolves your conflicts. He’s the silly sister you take along 
on shopping sprees. God is the confidant with whom you 
share your shameful secrets. God is the old friend you catch 
up with at Starbucks. He’s the practical insurance person. 
He’s the far-sighted financial advisor, and the pal who rides 
shotgun on that long drive. God is the football or soccer 
coach pushing you to persevere, and the running partner, 
alongside. God is the business partner who provides the 
‘checks and balances.’ He is the colleague you bounce ideas 
off. God is the editor of your thoughts and the writer of your 
novel. If you want that, 24 hours a day, all you need to do is 
get to know Him. 

When I first got to know God, I needed to know 
everything about Him from the beginning. I share that in the 
twenty-second chapter of Rescued By A God I Didn’t Know. 
I am building a relationship with God in the way I know 
how. And, I am like the people you’ve heard who give Him 
credit for the transformation He has begun in me. God is 
everything and everywhere, and I invite you to get to know 
Him. Before I began to develop a serious relationship with 
God, there was a constant void in my heart—an emptiness 
that I couldn’t fill. I knew I wasn’t where I needed to be. 
I was ashamed of the life I lived and I knew I needed to 
change. When I gave it up and gave it to God, that void 
began to fill. I am a work in progress, but I am learning 
how to love God and allow Him to love me, and the people 
around me are benefitting. The knowledge and faith that I 
have God at my side 24 hours a day is entirely comforting. 
He isn’t the first cousin twice removed anymore. He is my 
everything, and I am His. That I wish for everyone. 

There are many things you can do to begin your 
relationship with God. Find a Bible based church that 
teaches how Jesus died for our sins, that we are forgiven, 
that we have no curses, and that we are loved and are 
saved. Start talking to Him like he’s sitting next to you on 
your ride home from work. He won’t share your deepest, 
darkest secrets with anyone, and He will not judge you. Find 
preachers who will teach and preach God’s word in a way 
you can hear. Remember to put your faith in Him, not in 
anyone else. 

If God remains nothing more than a first cousin twice 
removed, and if that’s the only connection you have with 
Him, His presence will give little comfort. But, if you choose 
to get to know Him, and what he wants for you and from 
you, God can become all because God is good all the time. 
All the time God is good.

Who Is God To You?
BY MOMI ROBINS-MAKAILA 
WWW.MOMIROBINS-MAKAILA.ORG
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