
 E ALA    “The Awakening”  

HAWAIIAN VOYAGING CANOE 

Let me tell you a beautiful story. In 1981, on the rugged coast of west O’ahu, E Ala was conceived by a people’s 

desire to know their origins and to create their destiny, a movement that gained momentum in the 1970s, known 

as the Hawaiian Renaissance. The vessel is of ancient design: a 45-foot-long double-hulled voyaging canoe with a 

crab-claw sail and decking that sits on a 12-foot beam. The double-hulled canoe, or wa’a kaulua, is hand-steered 

with a large paddle called a sweep, and is one of a handful of its kind in Hawai’i crafted in modern times. A well-

known example of this vessel is Hokule’a, a 62-foot voyaging canoe of similar design that in 1976 and 1979 sailed 

from Hawai’i to Tahiti and back, proving that ancient Polynesians navigated over 2500 miles of open ocean 

without the use of nautical instruments. E Ala was built inspired by their historic voyages. 

My late mother, Gege Kawelo, was president of Wai’anae Hawaiian Civic Club (WHCC), a non-profit organization 

on the west coast of O’ahu that sponsors native Hawaiian projects and provides grants for college-bound high-

school graduates. She supported using E Ala as a floating classroom to promote Hawaiian culture for area 

students and residents. In addition to learning basic sailing canoe maintenance, students learn Hawaiian 

Wayfinding, an ancient Polynesian method of navigation whereby a captain reads the positions and paths of stars, 

the sun, clouds, winds, ocean swells, and the flights of land-based birds, for example, to find his or her way across 

the ocean.  

E Ala needs your help. E Ala is owned and operated by Wai’anae Hawaiian Civic Club, and we rely on government 

grants and private-sector donations and sponsorship for harbor and licensing fees, leasing, boat repair, 

maintenance and security. We appreciate any kokua (help) that you are willing to give. Please feel free to contact 

me if you have any questions about E Ala and our projects here on the “West Side”. Help us continue our beautiful 

story.  Mahalo nui loa!  

Anela Cantrell 
E Ala Project Chair 
Wai’anae Hawaiian Civic Club 
 

Send your donations 
Wai’anae Hawaiian Civic Club 
PO Box 687 
Wai’anae, HI 96792 
 

Visit websites 
Waianaehcc.org 
http://21maile.com 
 

Contact me 
Anela Cantrell 
angiecantrell99@live.com 
cell: 215-380-6260  

My mother, Gege Kawelo. was a 
tireless vanguard for Hawaiian culture 
and the E Ala voyaging canoe. We 
continue her work in loving memory. 
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